
The Theology of the Cross 
Lesson 3: Slivers the Cross 

 

Goals 
● Evaluate the subtle impact the current culture has on us. 
● Examine ourselves and our dedication to God’s Word in relation to our cross. 

Opening Prayer 
Lord God, the world around us daily presses down upon us impacting our attitude toward you and 
your Word. Open our eyes to the effect it has on us, and give us humble hearts to recognize our 
failures to withstand this pressure. Refresh us with the absolute truth of your Word, and empower us 
to stand up under it by the power of the gospel through the means of grace. Bless this study. May it 
bear fruit in all our lives. Amen. 

Introduction 

What generation are you a part of? What characteristics do you see in yourself that fit that 
generation? 

 

 

 

We are certainly children of our time but in more ways than generationally. This lesson focuses on 
the impression our culture has on us and the different ways the devil tempts us to put down our cross. 

“With God removed almost entirely from the culture, it is all too easy for us to reduce his role even in 
our lives to a role on the periphery. The commonly accepted culture puts slivers on the cross that we 
bear. The slivers are so sharp that we scarcely notice when they pierce our souls” p. 71. 

 

Slivers from the World around Us   
1. Read the following sections from Theology of the Cross  to see Prof. Em. Deutschlander’s  take 

on society today.  

a. “In the social sciences, the recognized and leading authorities assume that human 
behavior likewise has only natural causes, causes that have nothing to do with 
sin—original or otherwise” p. 67. 

b. “Either there is no such thing as truth outside of the world of the natural sciences and 
mathematics, or if there is truth outside the scientific method, it is whatever I happen to 
think at the moment” p. 69. 



c. “In short, there is truth in the physical world that is subject to scientific investigation. In 
the metaphysical world, the world of the soul, of God, of the ultimate meaning and 
purpose of life, of life and death, the only truth is the one I pick for myself” p. 70. 

Do you agree with his diagnosis? What would you change or add? 

 

 

2. What are some possible outcomes/results from this kind of culture? 

 

 

3. Read John 6:25-69. List all the ways you see this type of thinking in these verses. 

 

 

4. What did the disciples identify which is the only answer to this attitude of relativism?  

 

 

5. A/D: Our priority in witnessing should be getting people to listen to at least some of what the 
Bible says. 

 

 

6. A/D: Along with work, family, and hobbies, church and God’s Word is a part of my life.  

 

 

Another passage to remember: 2 Timothy 4:3 . 

 

The Sliver of Acidia 
Large Catechism, 3rd Commandment 
In the same way those conceited spirits should also be punished who, after they have heard a sermon 
or two, become sick and tired of it and feel that they know it all and need no more instructors. This is 
precisely the sin that used to be numbered among the mortal sins and was called acidia—that is, 
laziness or weariness—a malignant, pernicious plague with which the devil bewitches and deceives 
many hearts so that he may take us by surprise and stealthily take the Word of God away again.  



“[The word acidia  (or acedia )] is a Greek word. It means sloth or laziness of such a kind that the one 
afflicted knows what is right and true and good but does not pursue it as it deserves to be pursued. He 
pursues it only halfheartedly, casually, in a bored and uninterested manner” p. 81. 

7. For what reasons is acidia a “highly poisonous sliver” and arguably more prevalent now than 
ever before? 

 

 

8. Read Revelation 3:15-19. In what ways do you see the sin of acidia in these verses? 

 

 

9. What is the only thing that can shatter acidia? 

 

 

10. In place of acidia, God’s Word exhorts us to whole-heartedly take up and embrace the cross. 
What pictures are used to illustrate that point in the following verses? In what ways does each 
picture add to the comprehensiveness of cross-bearing? 

a. Romans 12:1,2 

 

 

b. 1 Corinthians 9:24-27 

 

 

c. Ephesians 6:10-17 

 

 

11. A/D: The gospel completely removes sin. 

 

 

12. A/D: You can’t rightly bear the cross unless it is a conscious effort and activity. 

 



Closing Prayer (CW 471:2,3) 
Destroy in me the lust of sin; From all impureness make me clean. 

Oh, grant me power and strength, my God, To strive against my flesh and blood. 
Create in me a new heart, Lord, That Gladly I obey your Word.  

Oh, let your will be my desire And with new life my soul inspire. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For those reading along at home…  
1. What aspects of our present-day culture are painful slivers on the cross? (pages 65-70) 

 

2. Where does the unbelieving world look for truth? (pages 69,70) 

 

3. What are the prominent objectives or goals in life for those who choose not to take up their 
crosses and follow Jesus? 

 

4. What is the meaning of this statement: “The gospel saves us from sin, not for sin”? (page 85) 

 

5. How is God’s comforting gift of forgiveness abused? (page 85) 


